— conf igilred — . 




13, after "directly" insert 

5, change "the Fig.." to — Fig. 5. — . 
23, change "cause" to — causes — . 
9, change "conFig.d" to 

17, change "however" to 

6, change "possible" to — possibly — . 
7 change "Fig.s" to — Figs. — . 

2, change "above mentioned" to 

13, change "(So" to — (so — . 

14, change "TCP/IP)" to — TCP/IP — . 
5, change "conFig.d" to 

line 10, after "possibility" insert — that 



the — , 



the--. 



Page 151, line 
Page 17g y lino - 
Page ig^T^TTne 



15, change "with in" to — within 

16, delete "in the", first occurrence 
-6-, change "I" to — in — . 

5, change "[[Printer" to — [Printer — 
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line 5, Change "101" to ~101]~. 
Page lOS'T^'line 8, change "NetWare" to —NetWare.--; 

line IS'T'change "NetWare" to — NetWare. — . 
Page 213<^ine 24, change "display" to — displays — 
Page 214-r^rnie-13, change "No.s" to — Nos. — . 
Paoe-Tirr^ine 1.0 , change "(Fig. 43) .This" to 
(Fig. 43). This — . 



\ 



IN THE CLAIMS ; 

Please amend Claims 1-56 as follows. 




. (Amended) A [network device control] displaying 
method of managing a plurality of netwo rk devices, acquiring 
information fr6m a selected network device of t he plurality of 
network devices A and displaying acguir ed information of the 
selected network \ievices , said method comprising: 

[an in>}-tial sheet information acquisition and] a 
first display step \f acquiring and displaying [an initial sheet] 
a f irst information an initial screen of a device window^, 
which is a window allocated to [individual network peripheral 
devices on a one to one basis for controlling network devices] 
the selected network devicg ; and 

a [different sh^et information acquisition and] 
second display step of acquii^Lng and displaying [different types 



of sh^t] a second information on [a] the device window [when 
determiXed that] in a case where a user has requested display of 
different [type sheet] information related to the selected 
network device , 

2. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus for\ managing a plurality of network devices, acquiring 
information from a selected network device of the plurality of 
network devices\ and displaying acquiring information of the 
selected network\ device, comprising: 

[initial sheet information acquisition and] a first 
display [means] unit for acquiring and displaying [initial sheet] 
a first information\on an initial screen of a device windowj_ 
which is a window allocated to [individual network peripheral 
devices on a one to onte basis for controlling network devices] 
the selected network device ; and 

[different sheet information acquisition and] a 
second display [means] unit for acquiring and displaying 
[different types of sheet] \a second information on [a] the device 
window [when determined thatU in a case where a user has 
requested display of differerrt [type sheet] information related 
to the selected network deviceV 

3. (Amended) A compxpter-readable recording medium 
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[capab]>e of being read by a computer in which programs are 
stored] Woring a program for implementing a managing method of 
managing a . plurality of network devices, an acquiring method of 
acquiring information from a selected network device of the 
plurality ofVietwork devices, and a displaying method of 
displaying accmired information , said [programs including] the 
program comprising ; 

[initial sheet information acquisition and] program 
code for a first flisplay step of acquiring and displaying 
[initial sheet] a lirst information on an initial screen of a 
device window^, which is a windtDw allocated to [individual network 
peripheral devices on a one to one basis for controlling network 
devices] the selectedmetwork device ; and 

program code for a [different sheet acquisition and] 
second display step of acquiring and displaying [different types 
of sheet] a second information on [a] the device window [when 
determined that] in a case where a user has requested display of 
different [type sheet] information related to the selected 
network device , \ 

4. (Amended) A network device control method 
omprising: \ 

an initial sheet in^rmation acquisition and display 
step of acquiring and displaying isnitial sheet information on an 
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make] of making a list of 
consisting of the initial 



initial screen of a devicp window^, which is a window allocated to 
individual network peripheral devices on a one-to-one basis; 

a separate sh^et information list making step [to 
separate sheet information not 
iheet information acquired and 
displayed in said initial ^heet information acquisition and 
display step; 

an acquisition sheet information decision step [to 
decide the] of deciding a sheet information list to acquire from 
[the] separate sheet information lists made in said separate 
sheet information list making! step; 

a different sheet \ information acquisition and display 
step of , when it is determined! that an entry has been made by a 
user requesting display of a different type of sheet information, 
acquiring and displaying different types of newly requested sheet 
information on a device window opened [by] in said initial sheet 
information acquisition and display step[, when determined that 
an entry was made by a user requesting display of different type 
sheet information]; \ 

an all sheet information acquisition decision step of 
deciding whether all sheet information [is] has been acquired; 

a single sheet information acquisition decision step 
[to decide] of deciding, when it is found in said all sheet 
information acquisition decision stepVhat not all information 
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has been acquired, whetiher all current acquisition of sheet 
information [from currently acquired sheet information] has ended 
[as determined in] based on a result of said acquisition sheet 
information decision step Vwhen found in said all sheet 
information acquisition deaision step that not all information 
was acquired]; \ 

a sheet information list status change step [to 
change the] of changing a sheet information list status of 
previously acquired inf ormatioA when it is decided [by means of] 
in said single sheet inf ormatioA acquisition decision step that 
all current acquisition of sheet vLnformation has ended; and 

a networlc device information acquisition step of 
acquiring network device informaticm when it is decided [by means 
of] in said single sheet inf ormationX acquisition step[,] that not 
all current acquisition of sheet information has ended. 

5. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus comprising: \ 

an initial sheet information \acquisition and display 
[means] unit for acquiring and displaying \initial sheet 
information on an initial screen of a device window j_ which is a 
window allocated to individual network peripheral devices on a 
one-to-one basis; \ 

a separate sheet information lisA making [means to 



make] unit for making a list of separate sheet information not 
consisting of the initial\ sheet information acquired and 
displayed [in] by said ini\tial sheet information acquisition and 
display [means] unit; 

an acquisition feheet information decision [means to 
decide the] unit for decidimg a sheet information list to acquire 
from [the] separate sheet irkormation lists made [in] by said 
separate sheet information list making [means] unit; 

a different sheet\ acquisition and display [means] 
unit for , when it is determined that an entry has been made by a 
user requesting display of a different type of sheet information, 
acquiring and displaying different types of newly requested sheet 
information on a device window opened by said initial sheet 
information acquisition and display [means, when 
determined that an entry was made py the user requesting 
display of different type sheet infiormation] unit; 

an all sheet information acquisition decision [means] 
unit for deciding whether all sheet information [is] has been 
acquired; 

a single sheet informatioA acquisition decision 
[means to decide] unit for deciding, wnen it is found by said all 
sheet information acquisition decision unit that not all sheet 
information has been acquired, whether a\ll current acquisition of 
[all sheet information from the currently; acquired] sheet 
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information has ended [as determined in] based on a result from 
said acquisition sheet information decision [means] unit [ , when 
found in said all sheet information acquisition decision that not 
all sheet information isl acquired] ; 

a sheet infonmation list status change [means to 
change the] unit for changing a sheet information list status of 
previously acquired information when decided by [means of] said 
single sheet information acquisition decision [means] unit that 
all current acquisition of \sheet information has ended; and 

a network device information acquisition [means] unit 
for acquiring network device\inf ormation when it is decided by 
[way of] said single sheet information acquisition [means,] nit 
that not all current acquisition of sheet information has ended. 

6. (Amended) A computer-readable recording medium 
[capable of being read by a computer in which programs are 
stored, said programs including l\ storing a program for 
implementing a network device control method, the program 
comprising ; 

program code for an initial sheet information 
acquisition and display step of acquiring and displaying initial 
sheet information on an initial screen of a device window^, which 
is a window allocated to individual neytwork peripheral devices on 
a one-to-one basis; 
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making step [to make] of ma 



program code for a separate sheet information list 



^inq a list of separate sheet 



information not consisting of the initial sheet information 
acquired and displayed in said initial sheet information 
acquisition and display step; 

program code fori an acquisition sheet information 
decision step [to decide the] of deciding a sheet information 
list to acquire from [the] separate sheet information lists made 
in [said] the separate sheet | information list making step; 

program code for la different sheet information 
acquisition and display step pf , when it is determined that an 
entry has been made by a user! requesting display of a different 
t ype of sheet information, acquiring and displaying different 
types of newly requested sheeti information on a device window 
opened [by said] in the initial sheet information acquisition and 
display step[, when determined \ that an entry was made by the user 
requesting display of different! type sheet information]; 

program code for anlall sheet information acquisition 
decision step of deciding whethe^ all sheet information [is] has 
been acquired; 

program code for a siAgle sheet information 
acquisition decision step [to decide] of deciding, when it is 
found in the all sheet information Acquisition decision step that 
not all information has been acquired, whether acquisition of all 
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current sheet information [from currently acquired sheet 
information] has ended [as determined in said] based on a result 
of the acquisition sheet information decision step [when found in 
said all sheet information \acquisition decision step that not all 
information is acquired]; 

program code fo^ a sheet information list status 
change step [to change the] pf changing a sheet information list 
status of previously acquired information when decided [by means 
of said] in the single sheet information acquisition decision 
step that all current acquisition of sheet information has ended; 
and 

program code for a fcetworJc device information 
acquisition step of acquiring networlc device information when it 
is decided [by means of said] in \the single sheet information 
acquisition step[,] that not all ^urrent acquisition of sheet 
information has ended. 

7. (Amended) A network device control method 
acdprjtiing to [claim 1 or] claim A, wherein said initial sheet 
information acquisition and display step [comprising] comprises ; 

an initial sheet information specifying step of 
specifying initial sheet information; 

a sheet information lisAmaJcing step [to make a 
serial] of making a sheet information uist from initial sheet 
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information specified in [said] the initial sheet information 
specifying step; and 

an information acquisition step of requesting, 
acquiring^, and displaying information for the network device 
based on the sheet information list made in [said] the sheet 
information list making step. 

8. (Wended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus accordinfi^o [claim 2 or] claim 5, wherein said initial 
sheet inf ormationaqquisition and display [means comprising] nit 
comprises ; 

an initial she\t information specifying [means] unit 
for specifying initial sheer information; 

a sheet inf ormataon list making [means to make a 
serial] unit for making a sheet information list from initial 
sheet information specified [An said] by the initial sheet 
information specifying [means ] \unit; and 

an information acquisyllf^ [means] unit for 
requesting, acquiring^, and displJaVirlg information for the network 

\V 

device based on the sheet information list made in [said] the 
sheet information list making [meams] unit. 

9. (Amended) A recording medium according to [claim 
3 or] claim 6, wherein [said] the iniuial sheet information 
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acquisition and display step [comprising] comprises ; 

an initial sheet information specifying step of 
specifying initial sheel information; 

a sheet information list making step [to make a 
serial] of making a sheet information list from initial sheet 
information specified in \[said] the initial sheet information 
specifying step; and 

an information acquisition step of requesting, 
acquiring^, and displaying information for the network device 
based on the sheet informatti-on list made in [said] the sheet 
information list making sten. 



10. (Amended) A 



Network device control] method 
according to claim 1 , wherein the user specifies initial sheet 
information on an initial sheet\ information screen [as said] in 
the initial sheet information specifying step. 



11. (Amended) A [network device control] method 
according to claim 7, wherein [saicW the initial sheet 
information specifying step compriseW 

a network device status identifier step of [for] 
determining [the] a status of the netwArk device, and 

a status initial sheet set ^ep [to set the] of 
setting a displayed initial sheet information by way of the 
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network device status de'&^'^ined in [said] the network device 
status identifier step. 



12. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 8, wherein [said] the initial sheet 
information specifying [means comprises the network device 
control] unit [specifying] specifies the initial sheet 
information in a\ fixed pattern. 

13. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 8, wherein [said] the initial sheet 
information specif ya^hg^means ] unit specifies the initial sheet 
information by utdTlifting/ an initial sheet information identifier 
to identify initial ^:fte^t_J.nformat ion held in [the] an initialize 
file stored in [the storage/ means ] a memory of [said] the network 
device. 

/ 



14. (Amended) \ A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 13, wherein [as means 1 , in order to 
hold sheet information in [said] the initialize file, [the 
immediately prior used] anotner network device control [unit of 
this invention] apparatus, used immediately prior to said network 
device control apparatus > holds the identifier for the sheet 
information acquired and displayed most recent ly[ , ] in [the] its 
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initialize file. 



IB. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus accdrding to claim 8, wherein [as said initial sheet 
information spacifying means,] the user specifies the initial 
sheet informatiqn [when using the network device control unit] to 
the initial sheeA information specifying unit . 



16. ( 

apparatus accordin|g 
information spec 

a netwi 



ided) A network device control [unit] 
Vto claim 8, wherein [said] the initial sheet 

means] unit comprisesj. 
rk \jevice status identifier [means] unit for 
determining [the] a status of the network device, and 

a status iniMal sheet set [means to set the] unit 
for setting a displayed inatial sheet information by way of the 
network device status determined [in said] by the network device 
status identifier [means] unit. 



17. (Amended) A reccxrding medium according to claim 

\ /y 

9, wherein [said] the initial sheety information specifying step 
[includes a program of specif vingl\ Specifies the initial sheet 
information in a fixed pattern. 

18. (Amended) A recording medium according to claim 
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9, wherein [said] the initial sheet information specifying step 



,1 . 



specifies the initial sheet information by utilizing an initial 
sheet information identifier to identify initial sheet 
information held in [the] a|i initialize file stored in said 
recording medium. 



1^ 



19. (Amended) A\ qecording medium according to claim 
18, wherein [as a method 1 , iri lorder to hold sheet information in 
[said] the initialize file, [Vhe immediately prior used] a 
network device control [unit of this invention] apparatus used 
immediately prior to a current \ network device control apparatus 
holds the identifier for [the] sheet information acquired and 
displayed most recently[,] in [nhe] its initialize file. 




20. (Amended) A reconrding medium according to claim 
9, wherein [said initial sheet information specifying step,] the 
user specifies initia^ sheet information on an initial^^^he^ 
information screen in -fe^he initial sheet information specifying 
step . 



21. (Amended) A recording medium according to claim 
9, wherein [said] the initial sheet information specifying [means 
consists of] step comprises; ^^"^ 

a network device status ideVitifier [means] step for 
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determining [the] a status on the network device^ and 

a status initial sh^j^^set [means to set the] step 
for setting displayed initial siheet information by way of the 
network device status determired in [said] the network device 
status identifier [means] step . 




\ 

22. ( Amended )\ A network device control method 
i'ording to [claim 1 or] claim 4, wherein said initial separate 
sheet information acquisition and display step [comprising] 
comprises ; 

[an] a separate sheet information specifying step of 
specifying separate sheet infoCTnation; 

a sheet information list making step [to make a 
serial] of making a sheet information list from separate sheet 
information specified in [said] they separate sheet information 
specifying step; and 

an information acquisitio^J step of requesting, 
acquiringj_ and displaying information Kfor] of the network device 
based on the sheet information list made^ in [said] the sheet 
information list making step. 




23. (Am^jnded) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus accordifig \^p/[ claim 2 or] claim 5, wherein said 
[separate] initial s|i)p^ information acquisition and display 
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[means comprising] unit comprises ; 

a separate sheet information specifying [means] unit 
for specifying separate sheet information; 

a snej&lT information list making [means to make a 
serial] unit for mkfarnchva sheet information list from separate 
sheet information qpe^cififed [in said] using the separate sheet 
information specif yin A [means ] unit; and 

an information acquisition [means] unit for 
requesting^ acquiring^ and displaying information [for] of the 
network device based on tne sheet information list made [in said] 
using the sheet inf ormatiom list making [means] unit . 



9 



24. (Amended) A recording medium according to 
[claim 3 or] claim 6, wherein [said] the initial sheet 
information acquisition and display step [comprising] comprises : 
[an] a separate sheet information specifying step of 
specifying separate sheet information; 

a sheet information li&t making step [to make a 
serial] of making a sheet inf ormationNlist from separate sheet 
information specified in [said] the separate sheet information 
specifying step; and 

an information acquisition step ofNrequesting, 
acquiringj^ and displaying information for the network device 
based on the sheet information list made in [said] l^e sheet 



- 18 - 



information list making step. 



25- (Amended) A network device control method 
according to claim 7j_ wherein [said initial sheet] the 
information acquisition step [comprising] comprises ; 

a sheet information compulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or not to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

an instant display step [to display] of displaying a 
portion of the information beforehand^, based on [the] currently 
held sheet information^ when it is decided not to perform 
compulsory acquisition in [said] the sheet information compulsory 
acquisition decision step; 

a display all sheet information step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not all sheet information was displayed when 
it is decided to perform compulsory acquisition in [said] the 
sheet information compulsory acquisition decision step; 

a network device information acquisition step of 
acquiring network device information; 

a network device holding decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not previously acquired network device 
information (hereafter called "cache") is being held; 

a cache comparison step [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a network device information value newly 
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acquired [by way of] in said network device information 
acquisition step when it is determined to hold information in 
cache [by said] in the network device holding decision step; 

a cache value hold step [to hold] of holding the 
acquired network device information as a cache value when results 
of the comparison of the cache value with the newly acquired 
network device information value are determined to differ^, and 
also when it is decided a cache is not being held [by way of 
said] in the network device holding decision step; 

a network device information display step [to 
display] of displaying on [said] the device window, [said] the 
cache value held in [said] the cache value hold step; 

a sheet list status change step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed[-] status in order to decide whether 
to display all network device information in [said] the display 
all sheet information step; 

an update decision step [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [the] a display of information on [said] 
the device window when it is decided that all network device 
information was displayed in the display all sheet information 
step; 

a timer update set step [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
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updates in the update decision step; 

a timer update monitor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not [the] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] the timer update set step; and 

an update stop monitor step [to monitor if ] of 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic update timer monitored in the timer 
update monitor step. 



2\. (Amended) A networlc device control [unit] 
apparatus acco:^ding to claim 8^ wherein [said] the information 
acquisition [me^s comprising] unit comprises ; 

a she^et information compulsory acquisition decision 



[means] unit for qed 
sheet informatio 
an in 

displaying a porti^qr 



iding whether or not to compulsorily acquire 



lay [means to display] unit for 
information beforehandj_ based on 
[the] currently held ^eet information, when it is decided not to 
perform compulsory acquisition [in said] using the sheet 
information compulsory acquisition decision [means] unit; 

a display all\ sheet information [means to decide] 
unit for deciding whether ©r not all sheet information was 
displayed when it is decider to perform compulsory acquisition 
[in said] using the sheet information compulsory acquisition 
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decision [means] unit ; 

a network device information acquisition [means] unit 

\ 

for acquiring network device information; 

a network^device holding decision [means to decide] 
unit for deciding whether or not previously acquired network 
device information (hereafter called "cache") is being held; 

a cache comparison [means to compare the] unit for 
comparing a cache value with [the] a network device information 
value newly acquired [by way of said] the network device 
information acquisition [means] unit when it is determined to 
hold information in cache [V)y\^'^{d] using the network device 
holding decision [means] unAt A 

a cache value hoidUmeans to hold] unit for holding 
the acquire network device value as a cache value when results of 
the comparison of the cache value with the newly acquired network 
device information value are determined to differj;. and also when 
it is decided a cache is not being held [by way of said] using 
the network device holding decisiion [means] unit; 

a network device information display [means to 
display] unit for displaying on [said] the device window [ , said] 
the cache value held [in said] usin^ the cache value hold [means] 
unit; 

a sheet list status changfe [means to change the] unit 
for changing a status of currently disp^layed information on the 

- 22 - 



i 



# 



sheet list to a display-completed status in order to decide 
whether to display all network device information [in said] using 
the display all sheet information [means] unit; 



an update decision [means to decide] unit for 
deciding whether or not io update [the] a display of information 
on [said] the device window when it is decided that all network 
device information was dilsplayed [in] using the display all sheet 
information [means] unit ;] 

a timer update set [means to set] unit for setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
automatic updates [in the 1\ using the update decision [means] 
unit; \ 

a timer update monitor [means to determine] unit for 
determining whether or not [\the] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set [in said] u^ing the timer update set [means] 
unit; and 

an update stop mon\Ltor [means to monitor if] unit for 
monitoring whether updating has\ stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic upaate timer monitored [in] using 
the timer update monitor [means] \ unit > 



27, (Amended) A recording medium according to claim 
9, wherein [said initial] the sheet Ynformation acquisition step 
[comprising] comprises ; \ 



a sheet information compulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or not to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

an instant display step [to display] of displaying a 
portion of the information bsforehandj. based on [the] currently 

it is decided not to perform 



held sheet information, when 
compulsory acquisition in [s 
acquisition decision step; 



aid] the sheet information compulsory 



si^e^t information was displayed when 



a display all shjeet information step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not all 

it is decided to perform comAyflsory acquisition in [said] the 
sheet information compulsory lacquisition decision step; 

a network device information acquisition step of 
acquiring networJc device inforanation; 

a network device holding decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not previously acquired network device 
information (hereafter called "cache") is being held; 

a cache comparison step [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a networkX device information value newly 
acquired [by way of said] in the network device acquisition step 
when [determined] it is decided to hold information in cache [by 
said] in the network device holding oecision step; 

a cache value hold step [no hold] of holding the 
[acquire] acquired network device value as a cache value when 
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results of the comparison of the cache value with the newly 



acquired network device information value are determined to 
differ^;, and also when it is decided a cache is not being held [by 
way of said] in the network device holding decision step; 

a network device information display step [to 
display] of displaying on l{said] the device window [ , said] the 
cache value held in [said]! the cache value hold step; 

a sheet list st'^tus change step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed status in order to decide whether to 
display all network device inforjnation in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; 

an update decisionUstep [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [the] \a display of information on [said] 
the device window when it is decided that all network device 
information was displayed in the ^display all sheet information 
step; 

a timer update set step\[to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
updates in the automatic update decision step; 

a timer update monitor step [to determine] of 
monitoring whether or not [the] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] the timer update set step; and 

an update stop monitor step [to monitor if] of 
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monitoring whether updating! has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic^ update timer monitored in the timer 
update monitor step, 

28 • (Amended) A Inetwork device control method 
according to claim 25, whereijn [said] the instant display step 
[comprising] comprises ; 

a sheet information list decision step of deciding 
whether [the three steps] eacn of a cache value enable decision 
step, a network device information display stepj_ and a sheet 
information list status change \step were implemented on [the] a 
currently held sheet informatio 

a cache value enableUdecision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether information in Rsaid] the sheet information list 
was previously acquired[,] when [determined by utilizing] it is 
decided in the sheet information list decision step[,] that 
[said] the cache value enable decision step [and the two steps 
of ] , the network device information display stepj_ and the sheet 
information list status change step w^re not implemented for the 
entire sheet information list; 

a network device informatioVi display step [to 
display] of displaying a cache value of certain information on 
[said] the device window when it is determined that the 
information was previously acquired [by waV of said] in the cache 
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value enable decision step; and 

a sheet list li^r^t^rls change step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currSitly displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completejp status. 

2y9. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 26^ wherein [said] the instant 
display [means \compri sing] unit comprises ; 

a smeet information list decision [means] unit for 
deciding whetherwthe three means] each of a cache value enable 
decision [means] unit , a networlc device information display 
[means] unit, and a sheet information list status change [means] 
unit were implemejar&ed on the currently held sheet information 
list; \yK 

a cache\ va^e enable decision [means to decide] unit 
for deciding whethei information in [said] the sheet information 
list was previously acquired[,] when it is determined [by 
utilizing] using the sheet information list decision [means,] 
unit that [said] the cache value enable decision [means and the 
two means of] unit, the network device information display 
[means] unit, and the sheet\ information list status change 
[means] unit were not implemented for the entire sheet 
information list; \ 

a network device information display [means to 
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display] unit for displaying a cache value of certain information 
on [said] they device window when it is determined that the 
information wa? j>^viously acquired [by way of said] using the 
cache value ei\ai?fe\decision [means] unit; and 

list status change [means to change the] unit 
for changing the Status of currently displayed information on the 
sheet list to a display-completed status. 



30. (Amended) /A recording medium according to claim 
21, wherein [said] the instant display step [comprising] 



comprises : 



a sheet information list decision step of deciding 



whether [the three steps] e 



ich of a cache value enable decision 



step^ a network device information display stepj_ and a sheet 
information list status changa/Bt^p were implemented on [the] a 
currently held sheet informatipn list; 

a cache value enable decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether information lin [said] the sheet information list 
was previously acquired[ , ] when it is determined [by utilizing] 
in the sheet information list! decision step[,] that [said] the 
cache value enable decision step [and the two steps of ] , the 
network device information display step^. and the sheet 
information list status change\step were not implemented for the 
entire sheet information list; 



i 



a network device ^nformat ion display step [to 
display] of displaying a cache value of certain information on 
[said] the device window when it is determined that the 
information was previously acqilir^d [by way of said] in the cache 
value enable decision step; and] 

a sheet list status fchange step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed status. 




1. (Amended) A netwoi;k device control method 
according to claim lj_ wherein [said] the information acquisition 
step [comprisimg] comprises : 

a flisplay all sheet information decision step [to 
decide] of deciding whether or not(to)all sheet information was 
displayed; 

a netiwork device information hold decision step [to 
decide] of deciding whether [the] a cache is being held when it 
is determined in [aaid] the display all sheet information 
decision step that not all of the information was displayed; 

a sheet information compulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whetP^er or not to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a network d^ice information acquisition step [to 
acquire] of acquiring information on the network device when it 
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is derermined in [said] the sheet information compulsory 
acquisition decision step to compulsorily acquire sheet 
informatdon; 

\ a cache comparison step [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a device information value newly 
acquired bv [said] the network device information acquisition 
step; \ 

a cache value hold step [to hold] of holding the 
acquired networJc device information as a cache value when results 
of the compariaon of the cache value with the newly acquired 
device informat^n value are determined to differ^, and also when 
it is determined V by way of said] in the network device 
information holding decision step[,] that [the] previously 
acquired network device information is not being held; 

a network device information display step of 
displaying on [said] vhe network device window[ , ] the cache value 
held [by means of said]\ in the cache value hold step; 

a sheet list\ status change step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-complete^ status in order to decide whether to 
display all network device information in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; \ 

an update decision SBtep [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [the] a Misplay of information on [said] 
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the aevice window when it is determined that all network device 
information was displayed in [said] the display all sheet 
information step; 

\ a timer update set step [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
updates in [sWid] the update decision step; 

a ^mer update monitor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not [the] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set irv [said] the timer update set step; and 

an updat^ stop monitor step [to monitor if] of 
monitoring whether upcmting has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the autoxnatic update timer monitored in the timer 
update monitor step. \^ 

32\ (Amended) A networJc device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 8, wherein [said] the information 
acquisition [means comprising] unit comprises ; 

a display all sheet information decision [means to 
decide] unit for^oeciding whether or not [to] all sheet 
information was dispL^ed; 

a netwQn^^deyice information hold decision [means to 
decide] unit of decijdVng whether [the] a cache is being held when 
it is determined [in said] using the display all sheet 
information decision [means] unit that not all of the information 



was displayed; 

a sheet information compulsory acquisition decision 
[means] uhit for deciding whether or not to compulsorily acquire 
sheet information; 

I a network device information acquisition [means to 
acquire] unit for acquiring information on the networJc device 
when it is determined [in said] using the sheet information 
compulsory acquisition decision [means] unit to compulsorily 
acquire sheet ir\f opttcTtipn; 

a oacihe compkrison [means to compare the] unit for 
comparing a c/ache\valuef with [the] a device information value 
newly acquired^y [^^J.d4.^the networJc device information 

Uinit ; 



acquisition [means ] 

a cachelA^^e hold [means to hold] unit for holding 
the acquired networlc device information as a cache value when 
results of the compariaon of the cache value with the newly 
acquired device information value are determined to differ^, and 
also when [determined by way of said] it is decided using the 
networJc device holding decision [means,] unit that [the] 
previously acquired networla device information is not being held; 

a networJc deviceX information display [means] unit for 
displaying on [said] the networJc device window[ , ] the cache value 
held [by means of said] using ^he cache value hold [means] unit; 

a sheet list status \change [means to change the] unit 



for changing a status of currently displayed information on the 
sheet lisA to a display-completed status in order to decide 
whether to Viisplay all network device information [in said] using 
the display Wll sheet information [means] unit ; 

an update decision [means to decide] unit for 
deciding whether or not to update [the] a display of information 
on [said] the^ evice window when it is determined that all 
networlc devicfe flLnfor^ation was displayed [in said] using the 
display all sheeu^^^ [means] unit; 

a timer update set [means to set] unit for setting an 
automatic update \timpar when [determined] it is decided to perform 
updates [in said] using the update decision [means] unit; 

a timer i^pdate monitor [means to determine] unit for 
determining whether ok not [the] time is up[,] on the automatic; 
update timer set [in said] using the timer update set [means] 
unit; and \ 

an update stop monitor [means to monitor if] unit for 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic update timer monitored [in] using 
the timer update monitor [means] unit. 

33. (Amended) A recorain^medium according to claim 
9, wherein [said] the information aoCTaisition step [comprising] 
comprises ; \\ 
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decision step that not all 




a display all sheet information decision step [to 

decide] of deciding whether or not [to] all sheet information was 

1 

displayed; 

i 

a network device information hold decision step [to 

I 

decide] of deciding whether [the] a cache is being held when it 
is determined in [said] the display all sheet information 

of the information was displayed; 
a sheet inf oririation compulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or not to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a network devidfe information acquisition step [to 
acquire] of acquiring inforfaation on the network device when it 
is determined in [said] the \sheet information compulsory 
acquisition decision step to\ compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a cache comparisoid step [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a device information value newly 
acquired [by said] in the network device information acquisition 
step; 

a cache value hold step [to hold] of holding the 
acquired network device information as a cache value when results 
of the comparison of the cache va]\ue with the newly acquired 
device information value are deterifcined to differ^, and also when 
it is determined [by way of said] in the network device holding 
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i 



decision step[,] that [the] previously acquired network device 
information is not being jheld; 



a network device information display step of 
displaying on [said] the network device window[ , ] the cache value 



held [by means of said] im 



the cache value hold step; 



list to a display-complete 




a sheet list status change step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 

status in order to decide whether to 
display all network devicej information in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; 

an update decidibn step [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [tne] a display of information on [said] 
the device window when it ia determined that all network device 
information was displayed in \[ said] the display all sheet 
information step; 

a timer update set\ step [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when it \is decided to perform updates in 
[said] the update decision step; 

a timer update monitor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not [the] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] the timer update set step; and 

an update stop monitor\ step [to monitor if] of 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic update! timer monitored in the timer 
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f 

update monitor step. 



(Amended) A network device control method 
utilizing a SliMP protocol , said method comprising: 

a discrimination step [to discriminate] of 
discriminating \between MIB data requiring a write request and MIB 
data not requiring a write request for [the] a SNMP agent of the 
network device, \ the discrimination being from among [the] MIB 
data matching [t\ie] information that was write-specif ied by a 
user. 

35/^(A4[endec^) A network device control method 

comprising: 

a stor^^fe step [\to store] of storing MIB data 
obtained from an Mia|j^ata:^ead-out process into [an] a MIB data 
cache; and 

a comparisAn step [to compare] of comparing the MIB 
data stored in the MIB flata cache in [above] said storage step 
with MIB data matching information write-specif ied by [the] a 
user in [an] a MIB data vrarite process. 



36. (Amended) \a network device control method 
comprising: \ 

a storage step [to store] of storing MIB data 



obtained nrom [an] a MIB data write process into [an] a MIB data 
cache; and\ 

\a comparison step [to compare] of comparing the MIB 
data stored in the MIB data cache in [above] said storage step 
with MIB data\ matching information write-specif ied by [the] a 
user in [an] a MIB data write process. 

37 . \ (Amended) A network device control method 
comprising: \ 

a gdjrst storage step [to store] of storing MIB data 
obtained f ro^[a^|a/^lIB data read-out process into [an] a MIB 
data cache; ^ 

a secpnd storage step [to store] of storing MIB data 
written in [an]^^ MIB write process into [an] a MIB data cache; ^ 
and \ 

a comparison step [to compare] of comparing the MIB 
data stored in the MIb\ data cache in either of [above] said first 
and second storage steps [,] with MIB data matching information \ 
write-specif ied by [the]\ a user in [an] a MIB data write process, 

38. (Amended) \ A network device control [unit] 
apparatus utilizing a SNMP\ protocol , said apparatus comprising: 

[means] a discmmination circuit arranged to 
discriminate between MIB datta requiring a write request and MIB 



4 



data noV requiring a write request for [the] a SNMP agent of the 
network device, said discrimination circuit discriminating from 
among [tha] MIB data matching [the] information that was 
write-specAf ied by a user. 

[9. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus comprising: 

[means] a memory unit arranged to store MIB data 
obtained from Ran] a MIB data read-out process into [an] a MIB 
data cache; andi 

a [ifeans] Comparison circuit arranged to compare data 
stored in the Mlta data cache in [above means] said memory unit 
with MIB data matoping^-J the ] information write-specif ied by a 
user in [an] a MEBVdatp/write process. 

40. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus comprising A 

[means] a\memory unit arranged to store .MIB data 
obtained from [an] a MfB data write process into [an] a MIB data 
cache; and 

[means] a cbmparison circuit arranged to compare data 
stored in the MIB data cache in said [means] memory unit with MIB 
data matching [the] information write-specif ied by a user in [an] 
a MIB data write process 
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\l. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus comprising: 

[mWans] a first memory unit arranged to store MIB 
data obtained firom [an] a MIB data read-out-process into [an] a 
MIB data cache; Wand] 

[means] a second memory unit arranged to store MIB 
data written in ian] a MIB write process into [an] a MIB data 
cache; and \ 

[meanal/^^ acpmparison circuit arranged to compare data 
stored in the MIS atata cache by either of said [means,] said 
first and secomd memory units with MIB data matching information 
write-specif iedy by ft the] a user in [an] a MIB data write process. 

42 . x^?^*fteriMed) A [network device control method 
utilizing SNMP protocol comprising: a recording medium capable of 
being scanned or read W a computer in which] computer-readable - 
storage medium storing a program [is stored to discriminate] for 
implementing a network device control method, the program 
comprising; \ 

program code for a discrimination step of 
discriminating between MIb\ data requiring a write request and MIB 
data not requiring a write \request for [the] a SNMP agent of a 
network device, the discrimination being from among [the] MIB 
data matching [the] information that was write-specif ied by a 



user. 



4u. (Amended) A [recording medium capable of being 
read by a computer in which programs are stored, said programs 
including ] computer-readable storage medium storing a program for 
implementing a\ network device control method, the program 
comprising ; 

prodram code for a storage step of storing MIB data 
obtained from [a\] a MIB data read-out process into [an] a MIB 
data cache; and 

prograp code ) for a comparison step of comparing data 



stored in the MjB 
data matching 
data write proce^ 



,ata jcache in [said] the storage step with MIB 
"ite-specif ied by a user in [an] MIB'^ 



44. (Amendied) A [recording medium capable of being , 
read by a computer in wihich programs are stored, said programs 
including ] computer-readable storage medium storing a program for 
implementing a networlc dl^vice control method, the program 
comprising ; 

program code for a storage step of storing MIB data 
obtained from [an] a MIB d|pita write process into [an] a MIB data 
cache; and 

program code fo^ a comparison step of comparing data 
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stored in the MIB data cache in [said] the storage step with MIB 
data matching information write-specif ied by a user in [an] a MIB 

data write process. 

\ 
\ 

45 . \ (Amended) A [recording medium capable of being 
read by a computer in which programs are stored, said programs 
including] computer-readable storage medium storing a program for 
implementing a network device control method, the program 
comprising ; \ 

programvcode for a first storage step of storing MIB 
data obtained from [^^1] a\MIB data read-out process into [an] a 
MIB data cache; f \ / 

program cp^e^''^or \a second storage step of storing MIB 
data written in [an] aVMIB w/ite process into [an] a MIB data 
cache; and ^"-^ — Tx""^ 

program coaeXfor a comparison step of comparing data 
stored in the MIB data caiche in either of [said] the first and . 
second storage steps [,] wiflih MIB data matching information 
write-specif ied by a user in [an] a MIB data write process. 

46. (Amended) A AetworJc device control [unit] 
apparatus for controlling a device connected [onto] to a network 
utilizing a SNMP protocol , said\ apparatus comprising: 

[holding means] a stiorage unit arranged to hold [the] 



a latest MIB data when MIB data for [said] the device is read or 
when [this\ the MIB data is written for [said] the device [,] by 
storing [sa^d] the MIB data into [the] a specified cache memory; 

comparison [means] circuit arranged to compare the 
latest MIB d^ta for [said] the device held by said [holding 
means] storage unit when writing of new MIB data [was] is 
specified for \saidl the device and excluding cases where writing 
of [said] the yri^B dat^ already has sufficient significance; and 

& control [means] circuit arranged to update said 
[holding means] s' ^oragetmit and [also] to write [the] applicable 



MIB data into [sain] the device [,] only when results from [the 
above] said V^ nparj ^fipxf means ] circuit show a difference between 
the newly written MlA data and the held MIB data. 



47. (Amendep) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to cuaim 46, wherein [said] the cache memory 
is jointly shared by [the\ entire] devices connected to the 
network • 



48. (Amended) A ne-qwork device control method 
according to claim 22j_ wherein [ sVic^ :j/nitial sheet] the 
information acquisition step [comprXfeing] comprises 

a sheet information compudsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or not to corroulsorily acquire sheet 
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information; 

\ 

an instant display step [to display] of displaying a 
portion of the information beforehand based on [the] a currently 
held sheet information, wnen it is decided not to perform 
compulsory acquisition in \[ said] the sheet information compulsory 
acquisition decision step; I 

a display all sheet information step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not all\ sheet information was displayed when 
it is decided to perform conroulsory acquisition in [said] the 
sheet information compulsory lacquisition decision step; 

a networJc device information acquisition step of 
acquiring networlc device information; 

a networlc device httLding decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not previously acquired network device 
information (hereafter called "aache") is being held; 

a cache comparison stiep [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a networ]^ device information value newly 
acquired [by way of said] in the network device acquisition step 
when [determined] it is decided to hold information in cache [by 
said] in the network device holding aecision step; 

a cache value hold step [vp hold] of holding the 
acquired network device information as h cache value when results 
of the comparison of the cache value witn the newly acquired 
network device information value are determined to differj_ and 
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also when it is decided that a cache is not being held [by way of 
said] in the network device\holding decision step; 

a network device^ information display step [to 
display] of displaying on [said] the device window[, said] the 
cache value held in [said] the cache value hold step; 

a sheet list status change step [to change the] of 



changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed siatus in order to decide whether to 
display all network device infprm^;t^on in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; 

an update decision I s|b6p [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [the] W I display of information on [said] 
the device window when it is decided that all network device 
information was displayed in the\ display all sheet information 
step; 

a timer update set step [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
updates in the update decision step\ 

a timer update monitor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not [the] time\is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] the timer update set step; and 

an update stop monitor step\ [to monitor if] of 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic update timery monitored in the timer 
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update monitor step. 

(Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 23, wherein [said] the information 
acquisition [means comprising] unit comprises ; 

a sneet information compulsory acquisition decision 
[means] unit for\ deciding whether or not to compulsorily acquire 
sheet informationV 

an instant display [means to display] unit for 
displaying a portion c>i->^he information beforehand based on [the] 
a currently held ane|pt information, when it is decided not to 
perform compulsoily aiWiisition [in said] using the sheet 
information compulsOTyT^ decision [means] unit; 

a dismlaM All ^eet information [means to decide] 
unit for deciding wh^rtrar or not all sheet information was 
displayed when it is decided to perform compulsory acquisition 
[in said] using the sheet\ information compulsory acquisition 
decision [means] unit; \ 

a networlc deviqe information acquisition [means] unit 
for acquiring networlc device information; 

a networlc device\ holding decision [means to decide] 
unit for deciding whether or not previously acquired network 
device information (hereafter \called "cache") is being held; 

a cache comparison! [means to compare the] unit for 



a cache value 



comparing a cache value With [the] a network device information 
value newly acquired [byway of said] using the network device 
acquisition [means] unit ^y^hen [determined] it is decided to hold 
information in cache [by ^aid] using the network device holding 
decision [means] unit; 

hold [means to hold] unit for holding 
the [acquire] acquired network device value as a cache value when 
results of the comparison ©f the cache value with the newly 
acquired network device inmrmation value are determined to 
differ^, and also when it is \decided a cache is not being held [by 
way of said] using the netwofk device holding decision [means] 
unit; 

a network device information display [means to 
display] unit for displaying on [said] the device window [ , said] 
the cache value held [in said] \using_the cache value hold [means] 
unit ; 

a sheet list status change [means to change the] unit 
for changing a status of currentA displayed information on the^ 
sheet list to a display-completed status in order to decide 
whether to display all network deviae information [in said] using 
the display all sheet information [means] unit ; 

an update decision [means \to decide] unit for 
deciding whether or not to update [the\ a display of information 
on [said] the device window when it is decided that all network 
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device information was displayed [in] using the display all sheet 

It; 1 



information [means] unit ; 



a timer update! set [means to set] unit for setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 

;ilc 



automatic updates [in] us: 



a timer update 
determining whether or not 



g the update decision [means] unit; 



monitor [means to determine] unit for 
;the] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set [in said] msing the timer update set [means] 
unit; and 

an update stop monitor [means to monitor if] unit for 
monitoring whether updating H^V stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic uptdajte timer monitored [in the] 
using the timer update monitor\ flfineans ] unit. 



50. (Amended) A reqot^ing medium according to claim 
24, wherein [said initial sheet] \the information acquisition step 
[comprising] comprises ; 

a sheet information coVnpulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or not to \compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

an instant display step kto display] of displaying a 
portion of the information bef orehand\based on [the] a currently 
held sheet information, when it is decided not to perform 
compulsory acquisition in [said] the sheet information compulsory 
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acquisition decision\ step; 

a display! all sheet information step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not all sheet information was displayed when 
it is decided to perform compulsory acquisition in [said] the 
sheet information compulsory acquisition decision step; 

a network device information acquisition step of 
acquiring network device\ information; 

a network device holding decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether or not previously acquired network device 
information (hereafter calilqd/ "c^he" ) is being held; 

a cache compari^'^ry^step [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a ndtwork device information value newly 
acquired [by way of said] in network device acquisition step 
when [determined] it is decided to hold information in cache [by 
said] in the network device holding decision step; 

a cache value hold seep [to hold] of holding the 
[acquire] acguired network deviceX value as a cache value when 
results of the comparison of the cache value with the newly 
acquired network device information Vvalue are determined to 
differ^, and also when it is decided Ahat a cache is not being 
held [by way of said] in the network crevice holding decision 
step; \ 

a network device informationX display step [to 
display] of displaying on [said] the devio^ window [ , said] the 
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cache value held in [ said ]\ the cache value hold step; 

a sheet list status change step [to change the] of 
changing a status of curreiitly displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed status in order to decide whether to 
display all network device information in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; 

an update decision step [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [tne] a display of information on [said] 
the device window when it is decided that all network device 
information was displayed in tiilye display all sheet information 
step; I 1/ 

a timer update set Istep [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
updates in the automatic update decision step; 

a timer update monAtor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not [the\ time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] the timer update set step; and 

an update stop monitor step [to monitor if] of 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic update\ timer monitored in the timer 
update monitor step. \ 

51. (Amended) A network device control method 
according to claim 48, wherein [said] vhe instant display step 
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[comprising] comprises : 



a sheet information list decision step of deciding 
whether [the three steps] each of a cache value enable decision 



step, a networlc device ^information display stepj_ and a sheet 



A. 



information list status change step were implemented on [the] a 
currently held sheet information list; 

a cache value ^nable decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether information in [said] the sheet information list 
was previously acquired, when it is determined [by utilizing] in 
the sheet information list decisioi>^step[ , ] that [said] the cache 
value enable decision step [an^\they^o steps of] , the networlc 
device information display step\_\6nd the sheet information list 
status change step were not impl^ented for the entire sheet 
information list; 

a network device information display step [to 
display] of displaying a cache value \of certain information on 
[said] the device window when it is determined that the 
information was previously acquired [by\way of said] in the cache 
value enable decision step; and 

a sheet list status change steb [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently displayed infyprmation on the sheet 
list to a display-completed status. 



52. (Ame 




A network device control [unit] 
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apparatu^ according to claim 49, wherein [said] the instant 
display [means comprising] unit comprises ; 

1 a sheet information list decision [means] unit for 
deciding whether [the three means] each of a cache value enable 
decision [means] unit, a networlc device information display 
[means] unitV and a sheet information list status change [means] 
unit were implemented on the currently held sheet information 
list; \ 

a^e^cheNvalue enable decision [means to decide] unit 
for deciding whether information in [said] the sheet information 
list was previousiiry acquired, when it is determined [by 
utilizing] usingp ttip^heet information list decision [means,] 
unit that fsaidl \ tha cache value enable decision [means and the- 
two means of ] juHrft, Ahe networlc device information display 
[means] unit, and the vsheet information list status change 
[means] unit were not implemented for the entire sheet 
information list; \ 

a network device information display [means to 
display] unit for displaying a cache value of certain information 
on [said] the device window when it is determined that the 
information was previouslW acquired [by way of said] using the 
cache value enable decision [means] unit; and 

a sheet list status change [means to change the] unit 
for changing a status of currently displayed information on the 
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sheet list to a pCl^play-conipleted status. 



53. (Amended) 



A recording medium according to claim 



50, wherein [said] the insifant display step [comprising] 
comprises ; 

a sheet informaltion list decision step of deciding 
whether [the three steps] each of a cache value enable decision 



step, a network device information display stepj_ and a sheet 
information list status chanlge step were implemented on [the] a 
currently held sheet information list; 

a cache value enable/decision step [to decide] of 
deciding whether information in Wsaid] the sheet information list 
was previously acquired, when it \ is determined [by utilizing] in 
the sheet information list decision step[,] that [said] the cache 
value enable decision step [and\the two steps ofl , the networlc 
device information display stepA and the sheet information list 
status change step were not implemented for the entire sheet 
information list; 

a networlc device inf orfnation display step [to 
display] of displaying a cache value of certain information on 
[said] the device window when it is determined that the 
information was previously acquired [^y way of said] using the 
cache value enable decision step; and 

a sheet list status change ^tep [to change the] of 
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changing a status of curnently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed status. 



54. (Amended) 



according to claim 22j^ wherein [said] the information acquisition 



step [comprising] compris 



A networlc device control method 



€ s : 



a display all sheet information decision step [to 
decide] of deciding whethejr or pot to all sheet information was 
displayed; 

a networlc devicidl ij3ff ormation hold decision step [to 
decide] of deciding whetheri^ the ] a cache is being held when it 
is determined in [said] the laisplay all sheet information 
decision step that not all oiE \the information was displayed; 

a sheet information compulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or npt to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a networlc device ii^formation acquisition step [to 
acquire] of acquiring information on the network device when it 
is determined in [said] the sheet information compulsory 
acquisition decision step to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a cache comparison steb [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] a device information value newly 
acquired [by said] in the network device information acquisition 
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step; j 

a cache value hold step [to hold] of holding the 
acquired network device! information as a cache value when results 
of the comparison of the cache value with the newly acquired 
device information value\ are determined to differj_ and also when 
it is determined [by way \of said] in the networlc device holding 
decision step[,] that [the] previously acquired networlc device 
information is not being n|eld; 

a networlc deviae information display step of 
displaying on [said] the network device window[ , ] the cache value 
held [by means of said] in t^ie cache^ value hold step; 

a sheet list statu'S chfange step [to change the] of 
changing a status of currently* displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed stat\is in order to decide whether to 
display all network device information in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; 

an update decision stfep [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update [the] a display of information on [said] 
the device window when [a] it is determined that all network 
device information was displayed in \said] the display all sheet 
information step; \ 

a timer update set step [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when [determinecW it is decided to perform 
updates in [said] the update decision step; 
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\ 



a timer update \monitor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not Rthejytime is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] tnel ^Mfier update set step; and 

an update stop minfitor step [to monitor if] of 
monitoring whether updating hWs stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic i^pdate timer monitored in the timer 
update monitor step. 



5\. (Amended) A network device control [unit] 
apparatus according to claim 23, wherein [said] the information 
acquisition [mems comprising] unit comprises ; 

a display all sheet information decision [means to 
decide] unit for opciding whether or not to all sheet information 
was displayed; 

a nel^^rk d^ice information hold decision [means to 
decide] unit for dep^^ti:Ti(f whether [the] a cache is being held 
when it is determinS^^yin said] using the display all sheet 
information decision ' [mlpans ] unit that not all of the information 
was displayed; 

a sheet info:4mation compulsory acquisition decision 
[means] unit for deciding\ whether or not to compulsorily acquire 
sheet information; 

a networlc devide information acquisition [means to 
acquire] unit for acguiring V information on the networlc device 
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when it Is determined [in said] using the sheet information 
compulsory acquisition decision [means] unit to compulsorily 
acquire smeet information; 

\ a cache comparison [means to compare the] unit for 
comparing a cache value with [the] a device information value 
newly acquired [by said] using the network device information 
acquisition \means] unit; 

a\cache value hold [means to hold] unit for holding 
the acquired netwoj^k-'S^ice information as a cache value when 
results of thevftompariafon of the cache value with the newly 
acquired dev/ce\ inf^mation value are determined to differ^, and 
also when itNis aeteTmiAed [by way of said] using the network 
device holding decision >f4tieans , ] unit that [the] previously 
acquired networlToevice information is not being held; 

a network device information display [means] unit for 
displaying on [said] the network device window[ , ] the cache value 
held [by means of saicfi] using the cache value hold [means] unit; 

a sheet list status change [means to change the] unit 
for changing a status oc currently displayed information on the 
sheet list to a display-lcompleted status in order to decide 
whether to display all network device information [in said] using 
the display all sheet information [means] unit; 

an update decision [means to decide] unit for 
deciding whether or not tp update [the] a display of information 
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on [said] tVe device window when it is determined that all 
network devilce information was displayed [in said] using the 
display all pheet information [means] unit ; 

timer update set [means to set] unit for setting an 
automatic upd^t^ timer when [determined] it is decided to perform 
updates [ in^( 



determining 



using the update decision [means] unit; 
aerAipdate monitor [means to determine] unit for 
fer or not [the] time is up[ , ] on the automatic 
update timer set\[in said] using the timer update set [means] 
unit; and 

an updbte stop monitor [means to monitor, if] unit of 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic update timer monitored [in] using 
the timer update monitor [means] unit. 



56, (Amended) AVrecording medium according to claim 
24, wherein [said] the informJjtion acquisition step [comprising] 
comprises ; 

a display all sheetX a/hf oiTfaation decision step [to 
decide] of deciding whether or n^t/to all sheet information was 
displayed; 

a networlc device information hold decision step [to 
decide] of deciding whether [the] a\ cache is being held when it 
is determined in [said] the display Wll sheet information 
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decision step that not^all of the information was displayed; 

a sheet information compulsory acquisition decision 
step of deciding whether or not to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a network device information acquisition step [to 
acquire] of acquiring iiiif ormation on the network device when it 
is determined in [said] Ithe sheet information compulsory 
acquisition decision step to compulsorily acquire sheet 
information; 

a cache compa^risgd step [to compare the] of comparing 
a cache value with [the] hMevice information value newly 
acquired [by said] in the \ief\^rk device information acquisition 
step; 

a cache value h^lld step [to hold] of holding the 
acquired network device information as a cache value when results 
of the comparison of the cacnie value with the newly acquired 
device information value are determined to differ^, and also when 
it is determined [by way of said] in the network device holding 
decision step[,] that the previously acquired network device 
information is not being held; 

a network device infdrmation display step of 
displaying on [said] the network device window[ , ] the cache value 
held [by means of said] in the cacne value hold step; 

a sheet list status change step [to change the] of 
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changing a status of currently displayed information on the sheet 
list to a display-completed status in order to decide whether to 
display all network deviqe information in [said] the display all 
sheet information step; 

an update decision step [to decide] of deciding 
whether or not to update Qthe] a display of information on [said] 



Qtl 
lis 



the device window when it is determined that all network device 
information was displayed |i^ [jar^i^-] the display all sheet 
information step; 

a timer update Islet step [to set] of setting an 
automatic update timer when it is decided to perform updates in 
[said] the update decision step; 

a timer update monitor step [to determine] of 
determining whether or not [uhe] time is up[,] on the automatic 
update timer set in [said] the timer update set step; and 

an update stop monitor step [to monitor if 1 of 
monitoring whether updating has stopped or not when the time has 
not run out on the automatic upidate timer monitored in the timer 
update monitor step. 



Please add Claims 57-59 as follows; 





— 57. ^ method of managing a plurality of network 
devices, acquiring iriformation of a selected network device of 
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the plurality of network devices, and displaying the acquired 
inf ormaA^ion, said method comprising: 

a first display step of acquiring a first information 
of a select^ network device and of displaying the first 
information ork a device window; and 

a seteond display step of acquiring a second 
information of theXselected network device from the selected 
network device and orv displaying the second information on the 
device window when a us^r has ^requested display of the second 
information. 




58. A network dVvice control apparatus for managing 
a/ plurality of network devices\ acquiring information of a 
selected network device of the plurality of network devices, and 
displaying the acquired informatioh, said apparatus comprising: 

a first display unit f orVacquiring a first 
information of a selected network device and displaying the first 
information on a device window; and 

a second display unit for acquNLring a second 
information of the selected network device fixom the selected 
network device and displaying the second information on the 
device window when a user has requested display of the second 
information . 
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